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Abstract

Between 1973 and 2020, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
were a member of the European Union. During this period, the large number of international
students entering the British education system brought significant economic and cultural benefits
to the country. EU Structural Funds were allocated to Member States on the basis of eligibility
criteria set at the EU level. The UKs exit from the EU was the result of internal political debates
and a complex combination of factors, such as migration and financial contributions to member
states.
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1. Introduction

The English national identity is a complex and dynamic instrument that has
undergone significant transformations in the context of European integration and
contemporary geopolitical challenges. This article explores the intersection between
English national identity and European cooperation processes, analysing the ways in
which these two dimensions interact and influence each other.

National identity is a complex, dynamic and multidimensional mechanism that
has the capacity to unite multiple human groups through distinct cultural, historical and
psychosocial mechanisms. This national identity does not have a natural character, but
is a social creation bringing together several principles, such as:*

- Social and cultural institutions: the teaching of national history, school
ceremonies, symbols in the educational environment;

- Common historical narratives: King Arthur — founder of the English identity,
Magna Carta (1215) — first official constitutional document;

- Different communication processes: national day, oaths, military and state
ceremonies.

The Stonehenge, Sutton Hoo and Hadrian’s Wall sites are essential elements of
English cultural heritage. They reflect the island’s history and the -cultural
transformations that have taken place over the centuries, contributing to the evolution of
British and English identity.?
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While ethnic identity refers to a concept that combines the common religion,
language, national traditions and common ancestry of an ethnic group”, national identity
is a broader concept based on citizenship and civic belonging. Thus, there may be several
people who share the same national identity — English —but who have different ethnic
identities, such as British or Scottish. This difference is because national identity reflects
belonging to a state and a civic community, whereas ethnic identity is about the specific
cultural, linguistic and traditional origins of each group.

In contemporary society, the multicultural and multi-ethnic character is evident
because national unity does not imply ethnic homogeneity but respect for diversity and
civic solidarity.

In the context of English national identity, the process of European integration
has emphasised profound dimensions of this identity. English national identity is not a
static concept, but a dynamic one that reacts and adapts to external challenges, such as
the process of European integration. Debates on democratic legitimacy in the European
Union have also emphasised the crucial importance of the national parliament and
representative institutions in maintaining national identity and sovereignty’. However,
the English identity® remains exclusive and less inclusive of ethnic minority groups,
which are often absorbed into the British identity.’

The process of the formation of the English nation’s European identity has been
an arduous one, evolving from sites marking the beginnings of British and English
history to contemporary social transformations: accession to the European Union,
changing social perceptions and the creation of new systems of justice. All of these have
helped redefine the notion of English national identity. Today, that identity is caught
between diversity and unity, between tradition and contemporary challenges, seeking to
preserve both national history and civic spirit and to forge a new path in today’s world.®

2. The impact of the UK’s exit from the European Union on the education
system

In 2010, the United Kingdom was a full member of the European Union, without
foreseeing the changes that were to come. The English national system benefited from a
significant presence of international students. In the undergraduate system, the majority
of international students were from Asia (38.9%), the European Union (38.5%) and
Africa (7.2%)’. The large number of international students who come to the UK to study
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contributes to the economic development of the UK by paying fees and gaining
employment during their studies and after graduation.'’

The most sought-after profiles are law, medicine and dentistry, while the lowest
level is in veterinary sciences''. Since 2011, the number of EU and international students
has decreased from 311,800 to 307,205. This decrease was caused by the introduction of
visa requirements for students admitted to the English education system.'?

In the 2017-2018 academic year, there were only 254,000 international students
enrolled at UK faculties.'® This was the lowest number of international and EU students
enrolled in the UK during the period when the UK was still a member of the European
Union.

In 2021-2022 there were 679,970 students enrolled, of which only 124,140 were
from EU countries. This figure thus fell by 50 per cent to a level similar to 1994 or even
lower. In total, 559,825 students were from the rest of the world.'

With the leaving of the European Union, the application rate of foreign
nationals'’ to British educational institutions'® has decreased. Thus, foreign nationals
wishing to study in the English education system must apply for study visas. Students
over the age of 16 can apply for the Student Route, which allows them to study in English
institutions for up to 5 years. After completing their studies, they can apply for a
Graduate Visa, which allows them to stay legally for 23 years. In general, only PhD
graduates are eligible for a 3-year visa extension.'’

Not only foreign students are affected by the impact of Brexit, but also British
students who wanted to study abroad. As a result, the number of Britons choosing to
study outside their home country has fallen by 38%'®. When the UK was a member of
the European Union, the cost of an undergraduate degree programme at the University
of Manchester was around £9,250 for UK and EU students. After Brexit, fees for the
academic year rose to around £22.500."

The UK education system is one of the most sought-after by students and parents
alike, thanks to the diversity of programmes and prestigious universities such as Oxford
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University. Education in a new country offers the opportunity to learn English in its
natural environment and discover a new culture and traditions. Parents usually send their
children to these schools from an early age to facilitate adaptation and reduce the risk of
anxiety.”

3. The UK and Northern Ireland’s contribution to the EU budget and the
aftermath of Brexit

The budget of the European Union, in recent years, has undergone changes in
terms of its oversight due to the violation of the rule of law and the financial interests of
the European Union®'. In terms of the source of income of the European Union budget,
it is composed of several areas of income:

- Export and import between Member States

- ATV or VAT

- Other taxes

In the period 2014-2020, the budget of the European Union was
€1,082.05 million for the years 2021-2027 the budget is expected to decrease due to the
effects of Brexit, reaching only €107,403 million??. From this budget, money is shared
out to help develop different areas of common interest, such as:

- Agriculture

- Transport

- Industry

- Energy

The European Union, after its creation, was faced with a lack of sufficient
sources of income and came up with the initiative to develop an area of activity to create
jobs and support agriculture®*. Thus, over time, the budget of the European Union started
to be redirected to other areas, which were previously not foreseen in the planning. We
believe that agriculture is an essential pillar for the proper management of development
within the European Union. In this respect, it is important to note that the annual budget
allocat;d to agriculture in the European Union is larger than that allocated in the United
States.

By the time the United Kingdom left the European Union, it had been
transferring tens of billions of pounds annually to the European Union. In 2018, the UK’s
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contribution was no less than £15.5 billion”’. This was one of the main reasons why
Brexit was supported in the referendum. The UK was paying one of the highest annual
contributions to the European Union, but in return was receiving much smaller sums for
development.

With Brexit, social, political and economic changes began to be felt in the British
system. The first felt in the areas of labour and trade. At the same time, the English
education system came out from under the umbrella of the Erasmus programme. Visas
were also reintroduced for various reasons, such as study or work. This has raised
questions about freedom of movement.”’

4. Conclusion

The English national identity and European cooperation are a complex
mechanism of dynamic dialogue, marked by profound legislative changes generated by
new contemporary social challenges. The United Kingdom’s exit from the European
Union marked a historic moment that testifies to the fragility of the balance between
national and European institutions. Through this Brexit, the tension between English
national sovereignty and European integrity has been highlighted.

In essence, Brexit shows us that national identity is a fluid concept, subject to
transformation. The United Kingdom has been caught between tradition and innovation,
between isolation and openness, between sovereignty and European co-operation.
Practically, the United Kingdom is able to respond to all of these elements.
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